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1 
deen take up, muſt, on the other hand, 


inlarge and diſtend, the faid cavity, by 
carrying all the looſe unconnected part 
of the bag farther and farther from the 
teſticle, in proportion to the quantity ac- 
cumulated. The former, I do know to 
be ſometimes, and I verily believe moſt 
frequently is, the conſequence of a ſevere 
hernia humoralis, as well as of other in- 
 flamimations of the teſticle. The latter 
among other diſeaſes produces the hy- 
drocele or watry rupture. 


This being the caſe, that is, the in- 
tumeſcence of the ſcrotal bag, being 
cauſed by the gradual accumulation of a 
fluid, which ought to have been abſorbed, 
it is almoſt always produced gradually ; 
and therefore has, in moſt inflances, 
made ſome progreſs before it is taken 
notice of ; eſpecially by careleſs and in- 
attentive people. For the fame reaſon 
& 
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it will be found, that as it depends upon 
the circumſtances of ſecretion and ab- 
option, it will in different people, make 
quicker or flower progreſs, according as 
| the depoſition ſhall happen to be quicker 
or flower, and the abſorbent faculty, 
MS cr 2h or totally 
obſtructed. As this diſeaſe is confined 
to the cavity of the tunica vaginalis 
teſtis, and as this bag has no commu- 
nication with the cavity of. the belly, 
the tumefaftion can never be leſſened 
by any attempt toward reducing or re- 
turning it into the abdomen. For the 
fame reaſon, it never is, nor can be liable 
to any alteration of fize, or temporary 
_ difſtention from the efforts, or actions of 
&c. For the fame reaſon, (I mean the 


confinement of the fluid within the ca- 


d : always 


TY 
always be found in the lower part, and 
does not riſe above the upper-part of 
the tefticle, until the diſeaſe has made 
ſome progreſs, and the quantity is be- 
come conſiderable; therefore the ſper- 
matic proceſs, will always, in the early 
ſtage of this diſtemper, be capable of be- 
ing felt perfeQtly and diſtinRily ; altho' 
fiderable degree of fize, the fluid does fo 
conceal the teſticle, as to render it not 
a very eaſy matter to find it. The three 
laſt circumſtances, well attended to, will 
always ſerve to diſtinguiſh the hydro- 
cele from the inteſtinal hernia or com- 
mon rupture, at leaſt in the beginning. 
To theſe might be added, feveral other 
characteriſtical marks of this diſtemper ; 
ſuch as, that being neither accompanied 
by, nor occafioning any inflammation, or 
irritation, it never gives pain, unleſs it 
be very rudely handled, ** 
C2 ted 


LS 
ted to attain fach fize as to be trouble- 
ſome from its weight, or to be ſubject 
may ſerve to diſtinguiſh it from the her- 


often a very painful diſorder. That if 
the fluid be thin and limpid, and the 
| vaginal coat and membranes of the ſcro- 


= ax Gs mr i fo i= 
light of a candle or lamp may be ſeen 
through it. That conſtipation of belly 


does not render it at all more tenſe, or 
produce any unecaſineſs in it while it 


laſts ; neither does the removal of ſuch 
obſtruction or conſtipation at all leſſen 
its volume, or make any alteration in it 


either to the eye, or to the finger. To 


all which ought always to be added, the 
Arien of the fluid. 


nia humoralis, an inflammatory, and 
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cauſed by this diſeaſe are liable to con- 
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The fize and figure of the tumour 


quantity and conſiſtence of the fluid 
accumulated, the time ſuch accumula- 
tion may have taken up, the thickneſs, 
or thinneſs of the vaginal bag, and mem- 
Hence the tumour will be larger or 
globular; will be firm, tenſe, and reſi- 
Rent, or lax, ſoft and eaſily compreflible; 
fmooth and regular in its ſurface, mak 
ing one uniform figure, or divided by 2 


kind of depreſſion or ſtrĩcture, which will 
make it appear as if the water was in 


two diſtinct ſacculĩ or bags; it will alſo 
de more or leſs tenſe, as well as regular 
in its furface, as the contractile power 

3 


1 
of the ſcrotum, by means of the cre- 
maſter muſcles, ſhall be more or lefs. 


The qualities of confiſtence and co- 
Jour in the contained fluid is alſo various ; 
it is thin, aqueous, roapy, viſcid, lim- 
clear, or turbid ; from each of which 
fore finall differences in the aſpect, feel, 
weight, tranſparency or obſcurity of the 
tumour will ariſe ; but are of no con- 
treatment, palliative, or radical. 


The methods of cure of a hydrocele 
are faid to be two, one called the Pal- 
Bative, the other the Radical; the lat- 
ter of which alone deſerves the name of 
Cure. | 
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„„ ey ; fo 
imple and fo trifling an operation, that | 
I thall fay nothing more of it, than 
that I think a ſmall trochar a much 
preferable inftrument for this purpoſe on 
. | 


The radical cures, dy <a, 
cauſtic, ligature, and tent. For the 
particulars relative to each of theſe, 1 
muſt beg leave to refer my reader to 
the writers themſelves, a minute detail 
of them not being conſiſtent with the 
plan of theſe few ſheets. ' But without 

. into ſuch Iiuifiti It 1 
I may venture to -fay, that whoever wil 
give himſelf this trouble, will find, that 
all 


[ 6 ] 
all the means which were either pro- 
ſeſſedly uſed to obtain a radical cure, or 
which: ultimately . and accidentally pro- 
ducei} ſuch event, were put in practice 
for three general reaſons, or under the 
influence of three general opinions ; the 
firſt of which was, that the fluid found 
in the fac of a hydrocele was always 
_— a oy e 
the Ertan; the ſecond, that it was 
© diſkaſe of the habit, as well as of the 


the colleQion of liquor found in it, was 
either the neceſſary cauſe, or the con- 
ſequence, of a diſcaſed flate of the 


| . 
cautery, and cauſtics to the groin, and 
. 


= 
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1 
From theſe are derived all the cautions to 
undertake the cure guardedly, to conduct 
it ſlowly, and to attend rigidly to the pa- 
tient's general ſtate by cathartics, altera- 
tives, ſpecifics, iflues, &c. &c. &c. and to 
theſe we owe the experiments made to 
induce ſuppuration from the parts affected. 


Not being acquainted with the anato- 
very terrible as well as very erroneous no- 
off from the habit as a kind of crifis ; that 
the general conſtitution of the patient was 
by ſuch depoſition much relieved; that 
it prevented many other, and thoſe worſe 
diforders ; and, either that a morbid fate 
of the teſticle and epidydimis concurred 
in producing the fluid,” or that the ſame 
parts neceffarily became diſeaſed from ly- 
ing in it. They therefore concluded, 
D " 


„„ ͤ ͤ,/ 
that although a radical or perfect cure 
might be obtained by certain means, or 
that certain means having been found now 
and then to have produced ſuch event, 
they might with probability be expected 
to anſwer ſuch purpoſe, yet the attempt 
ought never to be made without a ſtrict 
enſue, as well as to the particular ones 
= —_—— 


er — have taught 
us better, have given us truer notions of 
the nature of the complaint, have induced 
us totally to lay aſide many of the means 
uſed by our fore-fathers, and although 
we do ſtill in ſome fort continue ſome of 
them, yet it is upon different principles, 


1 


The noxious quality of the fluid, the 
diſcaſed ſtate of the parts whence it pro- 
ceeds, or wherein it is depoſited, the cri- 
tical, or depuratory nature of the depoſi- 
tion, the neceſſity of drawing off the wa- 
fear of curing it locally leſt the general 
habit ſhould ſuffer, are all now known to 
be groundleſs apprehenſions ; and it being 
alſo known that the collection of fluid is 
only, and that it does not deſcend from 
ſuch deſcent are become equally abfurd. 


The teſticle, although frequently ſome- 
what inlarged in its dimenſions and re- 
laxed in its texture, is known to be ſound, 
to be otherwiſe unaffected, and unaltered, 
and to be fit for, and capable of perform- - 
ing the functions it was deſigned to cxe- 
cute ; the fluid is acknowledged to be in- 

D 2 _ Noxious 
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noxious in its nature, neither proceeding 
from parts in a diſeaſed ftate, not cauſing 
any diſeaſe in the parts in which it is de- 
poſited, and with which it is in contact; 
but being accumulated in conſequence of 
conſtant ſecretion, and deficient, or non- 
executed abſorption, the intention of every 
rational practitioner, when he aims at a 
radical cure, is, to aboliſh the cavity of 
the tunica vaginalis, and thereby to pre- 
vent any future collection. 


Whatever means can —_— this 
RO RR 
ure certainly the beſt. 


Of the incifion I ſhall in this place fay 
nothing, except that it les under ſo many 
reſtraints from a varicty of circumſtances, 
is ſo improper for the majority of per- 
ſons afflited with the diſcaſe, and requires 
ſuch nice attention and ſuch judicious ma- 

nagement, that it never can be recom- 


mended as fit for general practice. 


The 


1 
of which I am now ſpeaking, viz. that 
—_— 1 
to think it the beſt and moſt eligible me- 
thod : Among theſe is Mr. Elf, who 
has lately publiſhed his opinion on. the 


and as they tell us with ſucceſs, even in 
complicated caſes; that is, in caſes where 
a diſeaſed ſtate of the teſticle has been ad- 
ded to the hydrocele : But whoever will 
attentively confider their accounts of this 
matter will ſee, that this method, what- 


- 
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Perhaps there is no part of ſurgery 
which was leſs underſtood by our anceſ- 
tors, or concerning which they expreſſed 
themſelves with fo little precifion as the 
ſubject of diſeaſes of the teſticle : they 
have multiplied and confounded them in 
ſuch manner, ard ſpeak of them in ſoch a 
jargon of unintelligible terms, that it is 
next to impoſſible to underſtand often 
what they really mean. | 


For a particular clucidation of this 
| liged to the late Proſeſſor Monro of Edin- 
burgh, and Mr. Samuel Sharp, late of 
Guy's Hoſpital, now of Bath. 


| The accounts which many of the beſt 
among the writers in ſurgery, even quite 
into our own time, have given of the dif- 
eaſes of theſe parts under the terms ſarco- 
cele, fungus attached to the ſpermatic 
veſſels, fungus arifing from the teſtis, hy- 


drocele 


m——_— _ 


thought proper to call the hydro-farcocele 


| the event and fuccels of their method of. 


what we know concerning the ſtructure 


TS TX 

drocele and hydro-farcocele, are error ĩtſelf; 
and the operations which they deſcribe 
and recommend are many of them coarſe, | 
ry e 
ay of wi AE 
and the caro adnata ad vaſa ſpermatics, 

to be (in contradiſtinctĩon from the farco- 

cele and the fungus ſpringing froth the = 
teſticle,) curable diſeaſes, the one by extir- 


« ' - 4 * « a 6.4 3 SY 
n ? if , 3 as $f -4 N & FOB — 
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has been given by them, and therefore we 
have no better method of forming a judg- 


ment concerning it, than by conſidering 


treating what they have > called, with 


of 


Garniale, and hes given an accenpe of his 
method of curing it; but whoever is ac- 
quainted with diſeaſes of the teſticle, and 
will compere with ſuch knowledge what 
Fabcitigs has ſaid concerning his bis method 
and its fucceſte, will, I am inclined tn be- 
lieve, think on this ſubject as I do; which 

is, that the diſcaſe which he gives this hard 
complex N e than a 


44 * , : ” 4 . 4 <F> 52 


„ * 


e ſenſim carnem corodat & ita fanat. Fas. As : 
* AQUAPENDENTE.” 


true, Gmaple ydrocele, in which the teftis 


caſe, fill fir for, 5 
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is ſomewhat inlarged beyond its natural 
fize, and perhaps ſomewhat relaxed in its 
texture, in conſequence of ſuch enlarge- 
ment; but ſtill ſound, and free from diſ- 


_ 


This by ki mathod he u. 
cal cure I make no doubt; his © turunda 


Ggeſtivo, et pus movente medicamento 
imbuta,” would moſt probably occaſion a 


quently an abolition of the bag or ca- 
vity ; but whoever knows any thing of 
theſe matters muſt know, that a teſticle 
ſuch treatment; and therefore that his 
ſucceſs was owing to the ſtate of the teſti- 


cle net being what he ſuppoſed it to be, 
3 


1 1 


| L . 5 

The method of Fabritius was within a 

few years paſt b and EE) by 
Li be 


n 
fame, and I have no doubt that the ſucceſs 
ſuppuration was brought on, but the 
whole tunica vaginalis was ſo irritated” 
and inflamed, din r en 
method by cauſtic, and which I muſt ac- 

knowledge, 
© ®: Sanari quidens valet id mali pertuſo ſcroto ope 


< inftrumenti trochert dicti, vel lanceola phleboto- 


<< mica ut aqua PM 
** recrudeſcit man. 


« 87 Alen curationem aggrederis ende foro 
% tum: a garte- ſuperiors, ad latus, timque vulnus - 
< turunga oblonga, unguento roſaceo mercurio ptæ- 
2 donec lenis in- 
<< flammatio, eique ſuecedens ſuppuratio parva, mem- 
_ << branules ſtillantes putreſcerit tuncque eas tenaculs 
** eduxeris, &c. Ruvacn. 
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knowledge, i, in my opinion, an objec 
tion to it ſtill. 


ſervations on the diſcaſes of the teſticle 
impracticable, by means of a ſlight degree 
of irritation, to excite ſuch an inflam- 
bugines, as might occaſion a coaleſcence 
of them with each other, and thereby 


I made the experiment propoſed by him, 
and found it ſometimes ſucceſs = — 
means certainly cfficacious, or to 0 


1 33 
gave very acute pain; and the tent and 
bougie, which I occafionally ſubſtituted 

2 ange 


chat an operation and proceſs of this kind 
is ſubmitted to from choice and not from 
neceſſity, if it fails of ſucceſs, although 
no real harm be done either to the part, or 
ts the conſtitution of the patient, both 
_ the lobs of time and the confinement will 
become. doubly irkſonte,, as they vill be 
| found not oaly not to have anſwered the 

opo an,. 


11 29 ] 
the patient at all nearer to ente than he 


1 IVEY 


nula and tent, ſatisfied that 2 
kind of hazard in the intraduction of a fo- 
reign body into the cavity of the tunica 
oj; nor from its remaining there; 
and having many opportunities of meeting 
' with thisdiſcaſe in St. Bartholomew” Tae 


| | fermiaed to try what a ſeton would do o- 


C r 

„ tiguous inflamed parts grow together, and how 
| Rr people having a radi- 
end cu made. of this bydrocele dy inflammations 
<< coming on the gart, it would ſeem no unreaſonable 


* ͤ— — 
N * 


TS - - 
In my general :treatiſe on the diſcates 


of the teſticle, I mentioned and recom- 


mended. it, but. as. I could not be certain 


what », greater length. of time might 


— 2 J 
' * at 


Lidce "that time 1 have cages 
every opportunity, both in the hoſpital 


6—ͤ— wt 
OT T IE a —— — 5 2 ſome 


2 e ne? es 


aer leting out the water through the eannuls of a 


© trochar, by artfully raifing a ſufficient degree of | 


— 
Tu to be fare muſt be done cautiouſly, and fo 


„ that the ſurgeon can reaſonably exper? to be maſ- 


— ——— 


= by the extremity of it rubbing againſt the teſticle | 


** an inflammation might be artfully raiſed, the cauſe 
. 
een dee fs. . |. Medical An 


1 mentioned it with ſome degree of c 


% 
— . 


„ The point do be aimed at, 2 RAM 


LE 
— 
paſt And its ſucceſs, 1 thought 


"What I have faid 22 


ſuch a degree of inflammation both. im 
* the tunica vaginalis and tunica-albugi- | 
nen, as ſhall occafion-a general and per- 
fect coheſion between them ;. andithis, 
„if pothble, without the production of 
« flough or. abſceſs; without the hazart 
" of gangrepe, and without that degree of 
* ſymptomatic fever which now and then 
attend both the cauſtic; and the inci- 


* ſion ; and which, mand do hap- 


+» pen, 


1 


© ſurgeon. - 


<< Theſe ends 1 have frquently ob- 


* tained by the uſe of « fra. 


<< It is a method of cure mentioned by 
«« Aquapendens from Guido, and others 
« before him, though their proceſs was 
« ſomewhat different from mine. I have 
« ſeycral times tried it on ſubjects of very 
« different ages, ſome of them more than 
* fifty years old. It requires confine- 
« ment to bed only for a few days, after 
* which the patient may lye upon 2 
* couch to the end of the attendance, 
« which is generally finiſhed in about 
* three weeks ora month at fartheſt, and 
* during all that time no other proceſs or 
« regimen is neceflary, than what an in- 
< flammation of the ſame part from any 
* other cauſe, (for example a hernia hu- 
* moralis) would requice. 


e The 


<< pen, are fo alarming boch * 


« of tolerable fize, draw 3 
« when that is done, introduce into the 
„ cannula a probe armed with a ſeton 

« conſiſting of ten or twelve ſtrings of 
-wick cotton ; paſs the probe as. 
e high to the upper part of the vaginal 
| < coat as you can, and on the cad. of 
« that probe make an incifion ob 
« ſiae as to enable you to pull it 
© r 
« nexed ſeton ; then cut off the probe, 
« and tic the cotton very looſely, co- : 
2 vering the orifices with pledgets. By 
the next day the ſeton will be found. 
„to have contracted fuch an adhefion to 
* the tunica albugines as would cauſe a, 
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« ſhould be ſuffered to remain without 
« moleſtation. In about forty-cight hours 
« the ſcrotum and teſticle begin to fwell 
and inflame; the patient ſhould then 
« loſe fome blood, and have a ftool or 
« two, and the whole tumefied part 
% ſhould be wrapped in a ſoſt poultice, 
« and ſuſpended in a bag-truſs. The 
_ «« diſeaſe from this time bears the ap- 
«« pearance of a large hernia humoralis, 
and muſt be treated in the ſame man- 
«© ner, by fomentation, cataplaſm, &c. 


| © The adhefion of the ſeton to the 
« albuginea generally continues firm, and 
I never meddle with, or move it, till it 
« becomes perfectly looſe, which it ſeldom 
does for the firſt fortnight, or until the 
% inflammation is going and the tumor 
* ſubſiding. By the time the ſeton be- 
* comes looſe, the coalition of parts is 

—＋ꝙʒ-ʒ- „ — 1 


WW 1 
« then withdraw it, and heal the orifices 
© with a ſuperficial pledgit, &c.” 


This method was, as I faid in, general 
very ſucteſeful; but repeated trials fur- 


nithed me with objeftions to ſome parts 


of it, and induced me to think that ſuch 


I found that cutting upon the end of 
its ſmalneſs and from its flexibility, and 
alſo that it was ſometimes difficult to keep 
it ſteady, for the fame reaſons, and that 
it always required the aſſiſtance of ano- 
ther perſon's hand beſides that of the 
operator : a circumſtance one would al- 


ways with to avoid when poſſible. I 


found alſo ſometimes that the ſeton of 


candle-wick cotton did not paſs fo cafily as 


I could wiſh, and by rubbing the tunica 
albuginea too rudely gave more pain than 
I liked. The ſeton as made of cotton 

F 2 adkered 


361 
adhered in ſome inſtances too long and 
too firmly. From the intimate connec- 
tion of the parts of the wet cotton with 
each other, it could never be brought 
away but entire, which in ſome caſes oc- 
caſioned an unneceflary waſte of time, 
And, what was ſtill worſe, in two in- 
ſtances it adhered fo firmly, that I was 
| obliged to make a ſmall inciſion to get it 


The inftrements I now make uſe of arg 
| in the annexed plate, and are, 


A trochar, the diameter of whoſe can - 
fourth of an inch, Another cannula, 
which I call the ſeton-cannula, which is 
made of filyer, and is of ſuch diameter 

ag 


| 
| 
1 
1 
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as juſt eaſily to paſs through the cannula 
of the trochar, its length five inches, and 


a probe of fix inches one-half long, hav- 


ing at one extremity a fine ſteel trochar 


point, and at the other an eye which car- 


ries the ſeton; which ſeton conſiſts of 
juſt ſo much ftrong, coarſe, white, ſewing 
filk as will without difficulty paſs through 
the latter cannula, but at the ſame time 
will fall it. 


With the trochar the inferior and an- 
terior part of the tumor is to be pierced, 
as in common palliative tapping : as ſoon 


as the water is diſcharged, and the perfo- 


rator withdrawn, the ſeton-cannula is 
to be paſſed through that of the tro- 
char, until it reaches the upper part of 
the tunica vaginalis, and is to be felt in 
the very upper part of the ſcrotum. This 
done, the probe armed with its ſeton is 
to be conveyed through the latter can- 

to 
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to be pierced by its point, and the ſeton 
to be drawn through the cannula, until 
. CAC VECP 


is finiſhed. It is executed in two or 
thice ſeconds of time, and with little 
more pain than is felt in common tap- 
ping. 


By this method, every advantage which 
attended the former opetation is obtained, 
and every inconvenience which it was lia- 
ble to, is obviated and provided againft. 


ſhould be brought out, the trochar- poĩnt 
of the probe is kept from deviating by 
its confinement, and its point pierces 


through the ſkin immediately, and ex- 


eclly in the place intended, while the ſe- 
ton by paſſing through the cannula is 
pre- 


. Do 
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As ſoon as the operation is finiſhed I 


put the patient into bed, and immedi- 


ately give him twenty or twenty-five 
drops of tinfura thebaica, which I re- 
pert or anhy go . tu. 


ſcrotum begin to inflame and fwell, and 
to put on the appearance of a hernia hu- 
moralis, or the ſwelled teſticle which 
now and then attends a clap; and re- 
quires the fame and no other kind of 
treatment ; that is, fomentation, poultice, 
a ſuſpenſory bag, a cool temperate rei- 
men, and an open belly. 


By theſe means the inflammation is 
ſoon and eaſily appeaſed. As ſoon as this 
end is accompliſhed, I permit the patient 
to get out of bed and lic on a couch, or 

- - 
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| fit in a great chair with his legs up, and I 
generally give the cortex in ſome form or 
GENS CT BETS: TT 


| The forenef ä now di- 
miniſh apace, and as ſoon as the parts are 


| quite eaſy, which is generally about the 


tenth or I 


een ee 
dreſſing conſiſts of nothing more than a 


fices while they continue open, and a 
diſcutient cerate (ſuch as the ceratum 
ſaturnin.) to cover the ſcrotum. 


The diſcharge of matter from the ori- 
fices, is ſmall and trifling, no more than 
might be expected; the tunica vaginalis 
does not become floughy, but is preſerv- 
ed intire, and the cure is accompliſhed, 
merely by the coaleſcence or coheſion of 
the tunica vaginalis, with the tunica al- 


buginea. 


ſaperficial pledget upon each of the orĩ- 


{| 
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has fallen within my obſervation, I am 
inclined to believe, is modt frequently the | 
conſequence of a ſevere hernia humoralis. 


pliſhment of the cure, by adheſion of 
the ewo coats „„ 
kruction of parts, conſiſts the material 
difference between the method of cure 


3 AN the r who make is of 
1 the latter, allow that it produces > foug 
of the whole tunica vaginalis, that it de- 
ſtroys the whole bag or cyſt, and that it 
is uſed with intention ſo to do. 


In the cure by ſeton no ſlough is pro- 
duced, (at leaſt I have never op one} 
nor is the vaginal coat deſtroyed in any 

part of it, a firm cohefion is made be- 
tween the two membranes — 

G the 
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mne ie 
ſolely thereby. | 4. 


1 lt dvcge mald adolly options ans 
opportunity to improve ſo noble and ſo 
really uſeful an art as ſurgery, but at 
the ſame time, ſhould be very forry to 
have it ſuppoſed that any partiality to my 
own opinion would make 2 
32 


lues this method of cb. 

Ing a radical cure on a very large number 
of ſubjects, of all ages, from fix years 
old, to fixty and upwards, in ſome ſub- 
jets on both fides, and I have never ſeen 
any bad ſymptoms or any degree of hazard 
from it, nor have I once, fince the pre- 
ſent improvement, ſeen it fail of perſect 
SUCCESS. | 


FINIS. 


